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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
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Examiner: 

Venkataraman Balasubramanian 

Group Art Unit: 1624^ " < e 0o , 



Schering-Plough Corporation 
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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Sir: 

In response to the restriction requirement mailed on May 1, 2003 for the 
above-identified application, applicants respond as follows. 

Claims 1-30 are pending in the application. The Examiner restricted the 
claims into five major groups: 

Group I (claims 1-24 drawn to a process of making bicyclotetrazine of formula 
I shown in claim land a process for making its intermediates); 

Group II (claims 18-20 and 26 drawn to compounds of formula II, II V and 
compounds 5,6, 8 and their acid addition salts); 

Group III (claims 18-20 and 25-26, drawn to compound of formula VI and 
compound 4 and its acid addition salt) 

Group IV (claims 18-20 and 27, drawn to compound of formula IV and 
compound 13 and its acid addition salt) 

and 

Group V (claims 20 and 26, drawn to compound 17 and its acid addition salt). 

The Examiner advised Applicants to elect a Group to be examined and to 
identify the claims reading thereon. 

As an initial point, Applicants respectfully request the Examiner to clarify the 
status of claims 28-30, as they do not appear anywhere in the Examiner's restriction 
of Groups I to V. 

Further, applicants are puzzled by the restrictions of the claims by the 
Examiner and believe that claims 1-30 form part of one and the same invention. 
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Applicants believe that when there is a linking claim encompassing the scope 
of all the compounds, and process of preparing them, it is inappropriate to restrict 
the invention to a single compound. Applicants also believe that due to such 
commonality, a complete examination of claims 1-30 would not cause undue 
burden. Applicants further believe that the same art search will most probably apply 
to the alleged separate inventions. Reconsideration and withdrawal of the restriction 
requirement are, therefore, respectfully requested. 

However, for the sake of facilitation of prosecution and in order to comply with 
the Examiner's requirement, Applicants elect the claims that the Examiner has 
identified as belonging to Group I (claims 1-24) with traverse. 

The Examiner is requested to call the undersigned attorney on any matter 
connected with this application. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 19-0365 for 
any fees deemed necessary. 
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